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Sound check

Mapping Ulster County’s many lvoe music venues
and the scenes behind them

by Zac Shaw

T’S NO SECRET Ulster County’s mu-
sic scene is hot. There are at least a
dozen music venues in Woodstock
alone. Same for Kingston. If you
include the ever-expanding list of cafés,
restaurants and shops that host live mu-
sic performances, there are nearly 100
places to hear music within county lim-
its. That’s not normal! There are metrop-
olises that have smaller music scenes.
With so many options, navigating
Ulster County’s live music map can be
daunting. Perhaps the best way of find-
ing your path to an unforgettable sonic
destination is to start by genre. What
kind of music do you like? Because we've
pretty much got it all...

Americana / Roots / Honkytonk

Old-timey music is all the rage in our
county, particularly the kind you can
dance to.

Guitarwiz Connor Kennedy mighthave
kicked off the most hoppin’ honkytonk
night at Kingston’s VFW Post 1286 —
you’ll find it packed with a fun crowd
Wednesdays through the end of July, with
lots of boot scootin’ to an all-star band.

The sprawling Outpost BBQ at Ker-
honkytonk Roadhouse (a mouthful,
like their generously-portioned barbe-
cue) is rustic church (figuratively) for
Americana, roots, zydeco, honkytonk,
bluegrass and other classic styles. Top
talent comes through here because the
owner truly prizes musicianship.

Kingston’s queer-forward UnicornBar
boasts a huge dancefloor under disco
balls, perfect for getting down to swing,
country and other vintage flavors of
music. You can really catch any genre of
music here, but it’s for sure a honkytonk
hotbed.

You can find these antique and vintage
genres pop up in many other places.

NEIL HOWARD

Colony Woodstock hosts almost any genre of music you can think of.

LAUREN THOMAS

The Lemon Squeeze in New Paltz has a baby grand front and center and

a focus on classic jazz and blues.
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2025 SUMMER EXHIBITIONS FENIMORE

ART MUSEUM

MARY CASSATT /
BERTHE MORISOT

ALLIES IN IMPRESSIONISM
May 24 - September 1, 2025

Thrust together due to their involvement in the Impressionist
circle, Cassatt and Morisot have always served as an
interesting comparison for art lovers. Discover the influence
these two artists had on one another and their overarching
impact on the Impressionist movement

Sponsored in part by The Clark Foundation, Nellie and Robert Gipson,
NYCM Insurance, and the Wyeth Foundation for American Art. The
exhibition catalog is made possible through a generous gift from Denise
Littlefield Sobel.

Qﬂoﬁ“’” FOM% Mary Cassatt, American, 1844-1926,
ol %, Summertime, 1894, oil on canvas, 39 5/8 x 32

f 1 in.,.Daniel J. Terra Collection, Terra Foundation
§ 7& for American Art, Chicago, IL, 1988.25, Photo
‘ el

courtesy of Terra Foundation for American Art

THE POWER OF
PHOTOGRAPHY

19TH-20TH CENTURY
ORIGINAL MASTER PRINTS

May 24 - September 1, 2025

120 iconic images by

120 different photographers.
Sponsored in part by Nellie and RobertGipson,
and NYCM Insurance.

Organized by Photographic Traveling
Exhibitions. Los Angeles, CA.

Steve McCurry (b.1950). The Afghan Girl,
Sharbut Gula, Pakistan, 1984

William Clift (b.1944). Georgia O’ Keefe, New Mexico, 1981

AGES 19 AND UNDER ARE FREE
5798 ROUTE 80 | COOPERSTOWN, NY
SUMMER HOURS: DAILY 10AM-5PM
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1) Aug 4-8 2) Aug 11-15

3) Aug 18-22
Held at Mountain View Studio, Woodstock, NY « Register online @ ediesfairytaletheatre.com

10% OFF ALL IN STOCK GRILLS - GMG * PRIMO - MONUMENT

New Paltz, NY Entertainment

Midway Rides

JULY 29-AUGUST 3, 2025
Admission Just $15*

FREE Admission for Kids Under 36” tall
Admission Includes Free Entertainment

Live Music Animals

Free Live Music Every Night
FREE Parking

*Rides priced separately from admission

Woodstock is full of them: Station Bar
& Curio, Levon Helm Studios, Colony,
BearsvilleTheaterand CatskillMoun-
tain Pizza; in Kingston at West Kill
Supply; in Marlboro at The Falcon; in
SaugertiesatTheLocal; atThe Ashokan
Centerin Olivebridge; and modern-day
Americanaatthe PhoeniciaPlayhouse
(put on by Flying Cat Music).

Jazz

Our county has a thriving jazz scene,
from open mic nights all the way up to
world-class talent.

TheLemon Squeezein New Paltzisall
jazzed up with nightly live piano perfor-
mances, moody mid-century ambiance,
and a serious cocktail program. With a
baby grand front and center and a focus
on classic jazz and blues, it’s become the
go-to spot for locals and visitors looking
for an intimate, elevated night of music.

Every Saturday night, Lydia’s Café
in Stone Ridge hosts intimate jazz
performances with top regional talent.
Experience a cozy, intimate vibe with
excellent food.

Also serving dinner alongside jazz is
The Falcon in Marlboro, known for be-

Stewe Hellev's

FABUL
FUR

S
E

Live edge
furniture.

Robots.
Space age art.
Car creations.

Open Wednesday
thru Sunday. And
sometimes Monday!

(845) 750 3035

Rt 28 Boiceville NY
(845) 750 3035
fabulousfurnitureon28.com
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The broadest selection of the biggest trees
and plants in the Hudson Valley.

AUGUSTINE NURSERY

CREATING LANDSCAPES OF DISTINCTION

SINCE

w

OW & Van Kleecks Lane, Kingston (845) 338-4936 AugustineNursery.com
Hours: Monday thru Saturday 8-4, Sunday 10-4

FULL-SERVICE NURSERY « CUSTOM LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION
STONE YARD & HARDSCAPING « RETAIL SHOP & MORE
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ing a destination for songs that groove.
It’s the jazz musician’s choice, with
plenty of opportunities to jump on stage
and join in, but spectators love it for its
rustic vibe, beautiful surroundings and
lively acoustics.

Pearl Moon in Woodstock has been
anchoring the local jazz and blues scene
foryears, featuring bothlocal and touring
talent. It'sanothervenue with incredible
food and drink, and the atmosphere is
somehow both laid back and electric at
the same time. They do evening concerts
andlate morning/early afternoon brunch
performances.

Maverick ConcertHallis anotherkey
jazz spot, nestled in the woods outside
of Woodstock. It’s a truly magical ex-
perience to witness a show here within
century-plus-old architecture rendering
an amazing acoustic environment. Jazz
legends like Jack Dejonette play here,
along with contemporary virtuosos.

Otherjazzconnectionsinclude Colony
in Woodstock, along with UPAC, The
Lace Mill and Chromatic Studios in
Kingston, and The Local in Saugerties.

Rock / Punk / Metal

Ulster County has always had a loud
underground music scene, and while it’s
waxed and waned over the years, lately it
seems to be experiencing a resurgence.

Snapper Magee’s is a punk rock dive
bar mainstay in Kingston. And while
it’s under new ownership, not much
has changed over the decades. Between
popular Sunday matinees and more
traditional late-night bills, it’s a fun
atmosphere to let loose and rock out.

Over the last few months, Kingston’s
Night Swim has taken a page from
its former incarnation as The Anchor
and is doing live shows more regularly,
many of them of the high-volume vari-
ety. Local punks and city bands gather
to drink cheap beer and get loud. The
kitchen’s open late and the bar food here
is spectacular.

Tubby’sin Kingston isknown for prob-
ing the more experimental, cutting-edge
side of music, and thatincludes a healthy
dose of rock, punk and heavier acts. It’s
anintimate venue which regularly draws
bands that play for hundreds of people.

Snug Harbor in New Paltz is another
beloved dive, with its general attitude
of “go nuts”. It’s a fiercely local estab-
lishment, supporting local musicians
for decades. Since there’s not as much

Every Saturday night, Lydia’s Café in Stone Ridge hosts intimate jazz

performances with top regional talent.

RICH CALI

Tubby’s in Kingston is known for a healthy dose of rock, punk and heavier

acts.

New Paltz nightlife as there used to be,
Snug’s (as locals call it) can really pack
‘em in lately.

Otherplacesyou can find bandsturned
up to eleven in Ulster County include
Keegan Ales, West Kill Supply and

Assembly in Kingston, and Colony in
Woodstock.

Pop / Indie

Looking for sounds that trend a little
bit more toward the mainstream? Ulster
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County’s wealth of independent musi-
cians and fans make for amagnetic draw
— top national talent regularly drops by.

Bearsville Theater has been draw-
ing some big names ever since music

programming was turned over to Dayglo
Eventsin 2024, and the hits keep coming.
Who wouldn’t want to play or see a show
here? The beloved Woodstock venue is
enchanting, intimate, with immaculate

sound and lighting — truly a fantastic
spot to catch a show.

Assembly in Kingston burst onto the
scene this year with a steadily growing
slate of exciting bills drawn from diverse

Woodstock Office.
National Reputation.

Joseph W. Belluck, Esq.

If you've been injured, call your hometown lawyer, Joe Belluck.

He specializes in car, truck, and motorcycle crashes, construction accidents, slip and fall cases,
work injuries, asbestos cancers like mesothelioma, medical malpractice and dangerous products.

Joe will meet with you for free in your home or at his Woodstock office. He guarantees
personalized representation from a local lawyer with a national reputation. He can help you
recover money for medical bills, lost wages and other damages.

Call Joe Now For Your Free Consultation

845-WOODSTOCK (845-966-3786)

$1 Billion

Recovered
for our
clients

$32 Million

Recovered
for construction worker
exposed to asbestos

www.bellucklaw.com

$7 Million

Recovered
for truck
accident victim

1D
=

BELLUCK LAW

Woodstock | New York City | Albany
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ATELIER RENEE
FINE FRAMING

The Chocolate Factory
54 Elizabeth Street,
Red Hook, New York 12571

Appointments preferred
Tuesday - Saturday

Renée Burgevin, CPF
renee@atelierreneefineframing.com

845.758.1004

Music Meets Bells:
Santoor & Odissi Dance
Pandit Tarun Bhattacharya &

Guru Sanchita Bhattacharya

ft. Jyotirmay Roychowdhury on tabla
& Samuel Yanuck on clarinet

Aug 2 * 7:30p
@ the
Arts Society of Kingston
97 Broadway, Kingston NY

Matagiri's 57th Birthdag Benefit
& Sam Spanier Centenary

Info & Ticket Reservations at
WWW.matagII’I.OI’g

OPEN DAILY
IN-STORE & DELIVERY
SHOP ONLINE

corners of the music world. They’re not
pop/indie per se, though you can catch
some catchy shows here. They’re musi-
callyall over the map, but they knowhow
to expertly curate acts that are hot right
now, leading to frequent sold-out shows.

In Woodstock, Levon Helm Studios
consistently books some of the best
up-and-coming acts in contemporary
Americana, light indie rock, indie pop,
folk, alt-country and the softer (but no
less rockin’) side of rock.

Arrowwood Farms in Accord hosts
some massive musical events — mini-
festivals, really — with some of the most
widely recognized names from the indie
rock and pop underground.

Other places to find strong melodies
and powerful songwritingincludeRough
Draft, UPAC, Unicorn Bar and O+
Exchange Clinic in Kingston and The
Woodstock Pub, along with Colony.

Tribute Bands

“Tribute bands” is just a gussied-up
name for a cover band, but today’s cover
bands are typically not the barvarietyyou
may remember from yesteryear. Thanks
tomodern technologyand media, today’s
tribute bands are looking and sounding
more and more like their real-world
counterparts.

Colonyin Woodstockis the undisputed
champion of tribute bands locally, and
while their booking mix is leaning a bit
more toward original music these days,
you can still hear bands ranging from

HV1 Culture

Local art & music

EDITOR & PUBLISHER: Geddy Sveikauskas
ASSOCIATE PUBLISHER: Genia Wickwire
ADVERTISING: Lynn Coraza, Pam Courselle,
Elizabeth Jackson, Tobi Watson,
Jenny Bella
PRODUCTION MANAGER: Joe Morgan
probucTioN: Diane Congello-Brandes,
Josh Gilligan
CIRCULATION: Dominic Labate

www.hudsonvalleyone.com

Ulster Publishing (est. 1972) is a Hudson
Valley media company with its office at
322 Wall Street in Kingston. For more info
on upcoming special sections, including
how to place an ad, call (845) 334-8200,
fax (845) 334-8202 or e-mail info@
hudsonvalleyone.com.
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GARLIC FARMERS!
GARLIC FOOD!
GARLIC
MARKETPLACE!
CRAFT VENDORS!
MUSIC ALL DAY!
9/27 10 - 6
9/28 10-5
SAUGERTIES

HVGF.ORG

Soak in the healing power of nature. Escape the city and
enjoy life in a mountain oasis just two hours from New York City.
Create Your Own Getaway.

FOREST BATHING e HIKING ¢ MEDITATION ¢ SOUND BATHS
PRIVATE YOGA ¢ BONFIRE ¢ DEWA SPA ¢ FARM TO TABLE MENU

WWW.MENLA.US | 845.688.6897
SPONSORED BY TIBET HOUSE US, THE DALAI LAMA'S TIBETAN CULTURAL CENTER IN AMERICA
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spitting-image, note-perfect recreations
ofagroup’s hits to outfits covering music
from a particular era.

Woodstock Playhouse is also known
to host a few professional-grade tribute
acts each year.

Tribute bands can pop up anywhere live
music does, you'll find them at many of
the other venues on this list.

Classical

Maverick Concert Hall hosts the
longest-running chamber music festival
in the entire country. Any fan of classical
music must make a pilgrimage. Virtuosic
musicianship is the norm here.

Saugerties Pro Musicahasbeenholding
classical concerts at Saugerties United
Methodist Church for nearly three de-

cades. UPAC in Kingston hosts operas,
ballets, and other super-old-school musi-

cal productions. scene for years.

Jam Bands nyor Bearsville Theaterin Woodstock,
SnugHarborin New Paltz, and Keegan
Ales or West Kill Supply in Kingston.

Jam band culture is big in these parts,
from the laid-back Deadheads on up to
the modern jam bands that feature elite
musical prowess and epic song lengths.

Ifyou’relookingforsuch fare, try Colo-

DISPOSABLE NEEDLES USED °* STy

Experimental / World

Rail Trail Cafeisoneofthe area’smost

2.

COMPUTERIZED PROCEDURE
FREE CONSULTATION

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

845.876.4878

Ann Lombardozzi, C.P.E.
Michelle Lombardozzi-Strollo

22 East Market Street, #201, Rhinebeck
www.anneselectrolysis.com

ANNE’S ELECTROLYSIS
ICE ARENA

Open 7 days a week with various times for public skating A

Permanent
Hair Removal

INAWAINOA A1

Public Open Skating Admissions
S6 for Adults, $4 for Children 6-18, Children 5 & Under are Free.

Public Drop In Hockey,/Sticks & Pucks S8 for Adults, $6 for Children

Skate Rentals - 53 a pair. Hockey and Figure Skates available.

\/
Skate Sharpening - S5 a pair ’:

Visit our website for the skate times
for every public session

BIRTHDAY PARTIES ¢ PRO SHOP
845-247-2590 | kiwanisicearena.com | 6 Small World Ave, Saugerties

DION OGUST

Pearl Moon in Woodstock has been anchoring the local jazz and blues

magical venues, nestled in the woods
like a secret. Besides super-tasty food
and friendly people, you’ll find a diverse
season of music from all over the map
during the warmer months.

Besidesits exalted status as abreathtak-
ing, one-of-a-kind sculpture park, Opus
40hostsinternational acts of reputeinan
unimaginably beautiful outdoor setting.

Other placesto catch eclectic sonic fare
in Ulster County are Widow Jane Mine
in Rosendale, Tubby’s and Assembly
in Kingston.

There are other genres of music and
certainly other great venues inside and
outside county lines, but these sugges-
tions should get your ears pointed in the
right direction.

VINTAGE — ANTIQUES

Rt 28, 3 miles west of Phoenicia
Amazing, well priced, archival
clothing, furniture, accessories

BLUE BARN MARKETPLACE

est. 1979
845-688-2161 Open Fri-Sun 11-5

Performances woven from audience’s true
life stories and actors’ improvisation, using
spoken word, music, and movement.

Sundays at 3pm
August 3 | Boughton Place
September 21 | 150 Kisor Road
November 2 (2pm) | Highland
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maverick
concerts

music in the woods

THROUGH SEPTEMBER 14

maverickconcerts.org/2025-schedule

@D
Healthy Living
Just Got EASIER.

Come visit us and our Exclusively Organic
Produce Dept, Organic Juice and
Smoothie Bar, Cafe and so much more.

4 N

A\ J

motherearthstorehouse.com

300 Kings Mall Ct * KINGSTON
336-5541 u
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Galleries

CCS Hessel Museum of Art
https://ccs.bard.edu/

Bard College
Annandale-on-Hudson

Super Secret Projects
https://www.supersecretprojects.com/
484 Main Street

Beacon

1053 Gallery
https://1053gallery.com/
1053 Main Street
Fleischmanns

Wired Gallery
https://www.thewiredgallery.com/
11 Mohonk Road

High Falls

Studio 89

https://www.studio89hv.com/

89 Vineyard Ave

Highland

ArtPort Kingston

https://www.artportkingston.com/
current-exhibits

“108 East Strand Street, Kingston NY”

Kingston

Arts Society of Kingston

https://askforarts.org/calendar/

97 Broadway
Kingston Work by Imani Bilal at Azart Gallery in Kingston.

Center for Photography at Wood-
stock

https://cpw.org/events-calendar/

474 Broadway

Kingston

Chromatic Studios

https://chromatic-studios.com/calen-
dar/

71 O’Neill Street

Kingston

Cornell Creative Arts Center

https://ccacny.org/community-events/

129 Cornell Street

Kingston

Jan Sawka, Post-Card #17 (from
the series ‘36 Post Cards’), 1988,
drypoint etching, at the Dorsky
Galley at SUNY New Paltz.
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Find inspiration and create family memories as we celebrate America’s 250th! World class exhibits,
thrilling weapons demos, epic battle reenactments and hands-on activities connect you to America's story.
Enjoy stunning views from aboard the Carillon boat and our historic gardens — there’s something for everyone!

Open Rain or Shine 5/3-10/26/25, Tuesday-Sunday | 102 Fort Ti Road, Ticonderoga, NY

IONY

iloveny.com

Exciting events happening all season, visit fortticonderoga.org to plan your visit!

ALART

gallery

40 Mill Hill Road
Woodstock, NY

Info@azartgallerynyc.com
@azartgallery
Azartgallerynyc.com

Open Thursday/Monday
11:30-6:30 pm
and by appointment.

917-362-0630
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D.R.AW. Kingston Mill/
https://www.drawkingston.org/event Unfettered Arts 165 Cornell Street
20 Cedar Street https://www.unfetteredarts.com/ Kingston

Kingston

Green Kill
https://greenkill.substack.com/

229 Greenkill Ave

Kingston

Pinkwater Gallery
https://www.pinkwatergallery.com/
237 Fair Street

37 O’Neil Street

Kingston

Women’s Studio Workshop
https://wsworkshop.org/

722 Binnewater Lane

Kingston

The Lace Mill
https://www.facebook.com/TheLace-

TICKETS &
SUBSCRIPTIONS

ON SALE NOW

“One of the funniest and most moving plays about
friendship in years.”

-TheatreMania

CALL 845.647.5511

SHADOWLANDSTAGES.ORG

THURSDAY, FRIDAY, SATURDAY at 8PM

SUNDAY at 2PM

murdercafe.net

Entertainment Company

845.475.7973

The Hudson Valley's Five Star

murdercafe.ny@gmail.com

Hunting for a unique twist for this
year's holiday or company party?
Let us deliver a cocktail of comedy,
music, and mystery!

Art/Life Institute of Kingston

https://www.artlifekingston.com/

185 Abeel Street

Kingston

West Strand Art Gallery

https://www.weststrandartgallery.
com/

29 West Strand

Kingston

One Mile Gallery

http://onemilegallery.com/

475 Abeel Street

Kingston

Kingston Pop Museum

https://www.kingstonpopmuseum.
com/kpm-exhibitions/

675 Broadway

Kingston

StoneStyling Workshop & Trestle
Gallery

https://stonestyling.art/store/category/
events/

40 Abeel Street

Kingston

The Dorsky At SUNY New Paltz

https://www.newpaltz.edu/museum/
exhibitions/current.html

“SUNY New Paltz, 1 Hawk Drive”

New Paltz

Unison Arts & Learning Center
https://www.unisonarts.org/events
9 Paradies Lane

New Paltz

Mark Gruber Gallery
https://markgrubergallery.com/
271 Route 299

New Paltz

Roost Studios

https://www.roostcoop.org/event-
calendar

69 Main Street

New Paltz

DM Weil Gallery
https://www.dmweilgallery.com/
208 Bruynswick Road

New Paltz

The Cronin Gallery

https://www.cronartusa.com/pages/
let-it-rain-down-on-me

10 Main Street

New Paltz

Gallery 40
https://www.gallery40pk.com/cur-
rent-gallery-exhibit-solo-show
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40 Cannon Street

Poughkeepsie

Frances Lehman Loeb Art Center

https://wwwwvassar.edu/theloeb/exhi-
bitions

124 Raymond Ave

Poughkeepsie

Art Gallery 71

https://www.artgallery71.com/news-
events-archive

71 E. Market St

Rhinebeck

T-Space Gallery
https://tspacerhinebeck.org/
“125 1/2, Round Lake Rd”
Rhinebeck

Betsy Jacaruso Studio Gallery

https://www.betsyjacaruso.com/cur-
rent

43 East Market Street #2

Rhinebeck

The Lace Mill Arts

presents

A retrospective of art photographer
Jack Miller spans over 3 decades.
From his work during the Punk era,

Neo Pop, the current art boom
of the Hudson Valley.

August 2nd - August 31st
Opening reception on Saturday,
August 2nd from 5pm to 9pm

Gallery hours after opening are
Sat. and Sun. from 1pm - 4 pm

165 Cornell Street . Kingston . NY . 12401

thelacemillarts.com

ALBERT SHAHINIAN FINE ART

22 East Market Street, 3'd Floor, Rhinebeck, NY < (845) 876-7578

YALE EPSTEIN: CONVERSATIONS

OPENING RECEPTION: Saturday, August 2, 4-7pm

www.ShahinianFineArt.com -« Through October 26, 2025

Js1e 8y} JO A$81N02 ‘9 L0Z—+ L 0T ‘Sebe)) soe ‘seig yoez
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Rhinebeck

Rohmer Gallery
https://www.rohmergallery.com/
84 Partition Street

Saugerties

Jane St. Art Center
https://www.janestreetartcenter.
com/

11 Jane Street

Saugerties

MaMA
https://cometomama.org/events/
3588 Main Street

Stone Ridge

Muroff Kotler Visual Arts Gal-

Shahinian Fine Art
https://www.shahinianfineart.com/

A painting by Dion Ogust at Wired Gallery in High Falls.

ShahinianExEvents.html
22 East Market Street Suite 301

ABSTRACTION IS WHERE
THE BRAIN AND THE HEART
HAVE A CONVERSATION.

ARTIST: teddixon SEE: www.hereisted.com
CONTACT: 1953abstract@gmail.com roLLOW: @ted360studio

INSTRUMENTS, INSTRUCTION, RENTALS
REPAIRS, ENTERTAINMENT

JACOBS MUSIC CENTER

Your Local Full Service Music Center
Serving the Hudson Valley Since 2000
Thank you for choosing Jacobs Music Center for all your Musical Needs!

1 Milton Ave, Highland, NY « 845 691 2701
JacobsMusicCenter.com @ jacobsmusiccenter /
Open; Tues, Wed, Thurs 11-9pm, Fri & Sat 10-5pm /

lery
SUNY ULSTER
gallery@sunyulster.edu
Vanderlyn Hall 265
Stone Ridge, NY 12484

Tivoli Artist’s Gallery

https://tivoliartistsgallery.com/exhibit-
schedule/#current

60 Broadway

Tivoli

Azart Gallery
https://www.azartgallerynyc.com
40 Mill Hill Road

Woodstock

Historical Society of Woodstock at
Eames House

https://historicalsocietyofwoodstock.
org/

20 Comeau Drive

Woodstock

Mountain View Studio

https://mtnviewstudio.com/schedule-
of-events/

20 Mountainview Ave

Woodstock

Woodstock Byrdcliffe Guild

https://www.woodstockguild.org/all-
events/

34 Tinker Street %4

Woodstock

Woodstock Artists Association &
Museum

https://www.woodstockart.org/exhibi-
tions/

28 Tinker Street

Woodstock

Woodstock School of Art

https://woodstockschoolofart.org/ex-
hibitions/

2470 NY-212

Woodstock

The Lockwood Gallery

https://www.thelockwoodgallery.com/
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current-exhibition
747 Route 28
Woodstock

Elena Zang Gallery
http://elenazang.com/
3671 Route 212
Woodstock

James Cox Gallery at Woodstock

http://www.jamescoxgallery.com/exhi-
bitions/

4666 Route 212

Woodstock

Woodstock Art Exchange

http://wwwwoodstockartexchange.
com/stockists

1396 Route 28

Woodstock

C OWN
OUNTRY

LIQUORS

Fine Wines
and Spirits
Rte. 212 (CVS Plaza)
Saugerties

845.246.8931

grenache@aol.com
townandcountryliquorstore.com

HOURS:
Sunday 12 noon to 5 pm
Mon, Tues, Wed 10 am to 8 pm
Thurs, Fri, Sat 10 am to 9 pm

Visit us at the Ulster County Fair
July 29" through August 3!

Come to the Youth Building to learn more about 4-H
and other CCE Ulster programs! Join us throughout the
day for free, fun, educational activities and visit our 4-H

youth in the Animal Barns!

Agriculture « Enviornment « 4-H

Ulster.CCE.Cornell.edu | (845) 340-3990 | Ulster@Cornell.edu

CCE

ULSTER

We offer vintage/antique rugs carpets,
kilims from Afghanistan, the Turkmen of
Central Asia, Persian tribal rugs, Caucasian,
Turkish and the highly sought after Baluch
tribal rugs from the Khorasan region. Our
curated collection covers weavings of merit
that consist of hand spun wool and natural
dyes. Specialist in all the above regions.
We offer hand washing, expert rug repair/
restoration utilizing hand spun wool and
natural dyes.

Plan a visit to the Old Bank, circa 1890,
featuring two floors housing eight restored
viewing rooms, specific displaying tribal
rugs carpets, kilims and soumaks all
handwashed and fresh to the market.
Vintage Audio components/vinyl, speakers
and CDs.

theantiqueknot.com
theantiqueknotgallery@gmail.com

At the Old Bank Building
74 Main Street, Stamford, NY 12167 ¢ 631-338-4996
Open daily: 2-5 pm and by appointment; Closed Thursday

Follow the
Turquoise Trail
to the
Skystone Gallery,
Main Street,
Stamford, NY.
Here you’ll find
beautiful, hand-
crafted silver
turquoise and
coral jewelry.
Authentic
silversmith
creations of the
Navajo, Zuni and
Hopi nations of the Southwest from the
classic period 1930s-1980s. Specifically
the 60-70s, a renaissance of some of the
greatest silversmiths and the five classic
turquoise mines (now all dormant).

skystonegallery.com
skystonegallery@gmail.com




18

HV1 Culture

Ulster County Poet Laureate Michael Jurkovic.

Culture has
9 dragon’s teeth

The many faces of Ulster County's creative community

PHOTOS BY ROKOSZ MOST

by Rokosz Most

ULTURE TO ME s the way we
interact with humanity. It’s
what we do to make each
other happy. To make our-
selves happy. It's how we live. It’s how
we should live. It’s kind of the dreams
that go with that. And people find crea-
tive process, hopefully in almost every-
thing they do. I know it’s not the case
Jfor most. But to me that’s kind of the
ideal. And when that happens, I think

we have the highest culture.
— Kinko the Clown

The local

“I think about potential culture here
in Kingston over the last, let’s say, few
hundred years for my family. What is it?
Is there something that I would like to
bepreserved? Stories? Experiences? The
names of people? I don’t know.”

Community engagement coordinator
for Radio Kingston Erica Brown was
born in Kingston. The daytime traffic on

Broadway hums pastus while Brown tries
to nail down the meaning of the past, in
terms of Culture, with a capital C.

“I am who I am because of my experi-
ences and the nurturing from my par-
ents,” she said. “But to look at who you
are, what you are, in a deeper sense you
have to look back at what has happened
to the people who have come before you.”

Brown says her parents and her grand-
parentsare natives of Ulster County. With
the aid of the Ulster County Truth and
Reconciliation Committee, she can trace
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herfamilyback fartherto the early 1700s,
“as far back as we can go.” Her ancestors
had been enslaved.

“I listen to the stories from my parents
and aunts, uncles, grandparents, their
friends,” she said, “and I go through the
city and I observe and I listen, and I
realize that there will be a point without
some kind of documentation that these
stories and histories and experiences will
no longer be passed on.”

fine OINInGg with
warm IriIsh hospitality

Gastropub ¢ Dining * Events

Eclectic American Cuisine

with an lrish Twist!

At Garvan’s, we pride
ourselves on expert
service and unmatched
culinary execution.

Enjoy elegant indoor
dining, or dine al fresco
on our screened porch
and patio.

Call or reserve online
at Garvans.com

215 Huguenot St., New Paltz

(845) 255-7888
Tues. - Sun. 12-9pm ¢ Closed Monday

at our historic water-powered mills and woodworking shop

Open Wednesdays through Sundays, 5/15 - 10/1
hanfordmills.org ® 607-278-5744 ¢ 51 Rt 12, E. Meredith, N
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Kinko the Clown.

According to Brown, even buildings
can be made to speak.

“Say this community building was
named afteraperson. The Andy Murphy
Center. Whoisthis person? Like who the

woodstock

.... - PRINTMAKING -

WO0ODSTOCK SCHOOL OF ART

hellis Andy Murphy at the neighborhood
center? I found out that for decades he
worked forthe parksand rec department.
If you have nothing pinpointed to even
become curious about and to ask that

ofart.org

v

f‘\ ONLINE & STUDIO ART CLASSES

DRAWING PAINTING

SCULPTURE -

W

845.679.2388

question to get to an answer, then it’s
almost as if he never existed.”

A story by the Czech-Moravian author
Milan Kundera tells how the residents
pulled down the street signs during the
Russian invasion of his

country in an attempt to confound the
tanks of the invaders. In the absence of
the old street signs, the invaders put up
their own. They renamed all the streets.

Most Hudson Valley residents know
that the Hudson is not the original name
of the river . It was renamed to honor a
profiteer doing the bidding of a joint-
stock trading organization named the
Dutch West India Company.

The people living here when Hudson
sailed up the river called themselves the
Lenape. Before Hudson arrived, their
ancestors are said to have lived in the
valley for more than 10,000 years. They
called the river the Mahicantuck.

A touch over 400 years after Hudson,
the valley is now awash with profiteers,
for many of whom housing is the invest-
ment of choice. They need not live here
or have even ever seen the valley to own
a piece of it.

Culture begins with communication set
in a place. First is the gesture. Then the
imitation of a sound. Bird song, maybe.
Then comes speech. After that, human
beings learn to use abstract symbols
to communicate information. Written
down, the word allows even the dead
to speak.

The way culture plays out is also in-
formed by topography. River people
and mountain people, forest people,
lake people.

It takes repetition and memory for a
culture to arise and develop.

The poet

Leaning up against the short brick
wall that separates Crown Street from
the parking lot where the Kingston Sat-
urday farmers’ market is held, Michael
Jurkovic, poetlaureate of Ulster County,
would like to believe that society could
dispense with militarism altogether.

“I know it’s utopian but maybe we
don’tneed bigger sticks and bigger fires,”
Jurkovic said. “Maybe if we use a bigger
fire to cook more food for other people....
What'’s wrong with that?”

Handguns and batons aren’t the tradi-
tional tools of poets. Confrontingthe past
pattern of subjugations of the weak by
the strong in the UnitedStates, Jurkovic



HV1 Culture 21

sees hope as a necessary precursor to
positive change. For reaching the hearts
and minds in Ulster County, Jurkovic
relies on language.

“I've been doing a thing called Calling
All Poets for going on 27 years, and I've
been doing it here in New Paltz, you
know, trying to promote poetry and the
arts and things of that nature,” he said.
“We all have something to say. We say it
in different ways, and if we don’t start
communicating with one another, then
we're going to be all by ourselves.”

Poet as canary in the coal mine. Poetry
as resistance.

“Through theyears, people havelooked
up to artists, and in any civilization that
begins to fall -- as I have to say ours
is doing or maybe it’s even in mid-fall
-- it’s necessary for artists to lead the
way. To kind of shine some kind of light
on things.”

Jurkovic has initiated a program in

The Lace Mill Arts

presents

Our Relationship &
the Art Attraction

Works by Frank R. Johnston
(10 yr. posthumously)
and his widow,
Barbara J. Johnston from their
JAWS, LLC collection

August 2nd - August 31st

Opening reception on Saturday,
August 2nd from 5pm to 9pm

Gallery hours after opening are
Sat. and Sun. from 1pm - 4 pm

165 Cornell Street . Kingston . NY . 12401

thelacemillarts.com

TOAST TO SUMMER!

Unbeatable Selection at Everyday Low Prices

WINE TASTINGS
Thu. & Fri. 4-7pm ¢ Sat. 1-4pm

EVERYDAY IS SENIOR
DISCOUNT DAY!

Curbside and Delivery Available

Purveyors of Fine Wine & Spirits Since 1960 (Contact Store for Details)

845-336-5155 | 15 Boices Lane (Harbor Freight Plaza), Kingston, NY

Open Monday-Saturday 9am-9pm | Sunday 1lam-5pm

Go Titan
\{m;%%m Water Needs

DOI\I’T‘PIIT UP WITH DIRTY SMELLY WATER'
We will solve: any IaII of your water issues -
from bacterla to clay and everything in between.

From well drilling to water testing, we meet every need.

Contact us for dependable drilling
IT AN contractors who ensure your water
! Drilling

systems are operating as they should.
264 Co. Hwy. 38, Arkville, NY 12406 | www.titanwelldrillingny.com

1:800:GOSTITAN
176057586 3001

Find us on Facebook
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the libraries throughout the
county called Poetry as Pro-
test and Political Action.

“What I do is I ask a couple
of poets to join me,” he elabo-
rated. “Toward the end of this
month up in Saugerties at
Inquiring Minds Bookstore,
it’s going to be Will Nixon
and Guy Reed. And we're
going to read some protest
poetry, either our own, or of
poetsbeforeuslike Ginsberg,
Muriel Rukeyser, Levertov,
Kenneth Patchen. Hopefully
this will, as it’s done in the
libraries that I've done thisin
already, initiate a discussion
onhowdowebuild astronger
community to combat the
structures falling down all
around us?”

Though he doesn’t con-
sider himself a nature poet,
Jurkovic, who hasbeenin the

we see, and that’s what kind of
inspireswhowe areand what we
do. It’salways going to happen.”

The big issue, says Nelson/
Kinko,comeswhenpeopledon’t
understand the origins of what
they’re engaging in.

“If youlook at the history
of clown and what I do, the
makeup has gonethrough many
shifts of what’s right and what’s
wrong. And then you mix in
the comedy from Black Stage
and it creates a whole other
discussion. You look at clowns
of color and there’s a big debate
on makeup.”

The importance of tradition
and cultural taste, waxing and
waning, jumping ahead, fall-
ing out of step, each with the
other, and synchingup again.
Zeitgeists are the province of
the artist.

“Well, we can speak for the

county for 25 years, is grate-
ful to the impact of nature.
Originally from the Bronx.
He understands the draw
to downstaters living a life of concrete
and asphalt.

“The river, the mountains,” said the
county’s poet laureate. “I'm hoping that
it’s making people appreciate what’s left
of what we have here.”

Karate Demonstrations,
Music, Food and Games
Free Karate Classes
Saturdays, 12 pm - 1 pm

@ 122 Clinton Ave., Kingston, N.Y.
Accepting New Enroliments

Hosted by Restoration Community Project and United Methodist Church of Kingston

Sponsored by Kingston Fine Jewelry, Creative Connections Clubhouse,
Ulster County Youth Bureau, Ulster Publishing, A Better Tax Solution.

For more information, contact Sensei Julio Jackson: codereadyornot@gmail.com or 845-933-0926
Come Celebrate with us and Sponsor Free Karate Classes

Erica Brown, Community Engagement Coordinator for
Radio Kingston.

The clown

“We all in some way or another ap-
propriate culture,” says Keith Nelson,
aka Kinko the Clown, co-founder of the
Bindlestiff Family Circus. “Culture is
always shifting because we take what

CREATIVE KARATE

Invites you to join us for our

Grand Opening/Fundraising Event

SATURDAY, JULY 26th
3pm-5pm

circus or we can speak for the
clown,”Nelsonsaid. “The Come-
dia Dell’Arte world, which is, I
would say, even more derivative
of clowns than say jesters. You also have
the Hopi clowns ofindigenous cultures.”

The Bindlestiff Family Circus grew out
of a weekly variety show held at a New
York City bar in the Nineties. It brought
circus performers together, allowing
them to find their characters and hone
their craft.

“It was a little bit of drag, a little bit of
late-night, a bit of clown, a little bit of
sideshow,” Kinko said. “We had a small
troupe going and we threw everybody in
the van and started touring the country.”

Eventually the troupe found its way to
the Hudson Valley. Based in Hudson,
it has frequently come down to put on
shows at Opus 40, with the southern
escarpment of the Catskills looking on.

“So much of what happens here in the
Hudson Valley is coming from some-
where else,” said Kinko. “Art comes from
so many different centers. And there’s
beautiful mixes. We have the higher
art world, and we have the lower art
world. And then you have the outsider
world coming in from a whole different
direction. Every now and then, you have
something that just comes all left field.”

The believers

At the spurring of county government,
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thisspringaproject was completed which
had set out to create an inventory of the
cultural assets in the county, identify the
potential economicvalue of those assets,
synchronize the efforts of the munici-
palities in the county to promote them,
and then figure out how to link up and
support the resident artists and cultural
visionaries.

The arts-and-culture sector last year
was estimated to support 3564 jobs and
contribute more than $814 million in
total annual economic impact. Out-of-
town visitors, drawn by a vibrant arts
culture scene, are given credit for creating
2165 additionaljobs, providingan annual
$227 million in business revenues.

Kingston common council member
Sara Pasti, formerly director of the Dor-
sky Museum in New Paltz for more than
adecade, was brought on to manage the
countywide arts auditing project.

“I used to feel that the art world is like
aVenn diagram,” confessed Pasti. “There
are the people who just make art for art’s
sake.Thenthere arethe artists who make
arttoselland make money. It’safinancial
pursuit. Then there are the galleries who
selltheart. And there are the non-profits
that showcase art, but aren’t really in the
business of selling it.”

All these different elements overlap in
different ways. “And you have various
avenues that you pursue at different
times. Then there’s the relationship
between museums and galleries. And
artists and dealers and collectors. It’s a
complexbusinessofart. And some people
participate in the business aspect. And
other people don’t”

County legislature shair Peter Criswell
isthe primary driver behind the need for
a countywide arts plan.

“I see alot of what we're trying to do as
being connectors,” said Criswell. “Kings-
ton has an arts commission, Saugerties
has an arts commission. We'd like to try
and encourage more arts commissions
around the county”

In another life before the county legis-
lature, Criswell’s worldview compelled
him to study both theater and cultural
anthropology at Bard College. He pur-
sued a career in live theater for over a
decade, performingas an actor, and after
attendingthe Ringling Brothersand Bar-
num & Bailey Clown College as a clown.

“I was rappelling out of ceilings,” he
remembers, “I was blowing fire, I was
walking on, you know, twelve-foot stilts.”

Performersinthe world of theater often
have to put things together with scant
resources. Criswell said they should
receive fair pay. “There are some other
systems around the country that kind of
value artists more,” he said. “Here, it’s a
lot harder to create a career and have a
sustainable lifestyle as an artist.”

Kinko the clown concurs. The troubles
of clowns can serve as a warning to arts-
and-cutlture-savvy economists.

The recently completed plan noted
“a lack of affordable venues and rising
rents restrict artists’ access to creative
spaces.” Gentrification and short-term
rentals contribute to housing shortages
and artist displacement.

“We really want to work on how can we
getsmall-loan access forartsbusinesses,”
Criswell said.

He’s working on making Ulster County’s
revolving loan fund accessible to artists
and arts communities.

“We’re very lucky to live in such a
beautiful, natural environment,” added
Pasti. “And I think that’s a big part of
our culture, the appreciation for the
environment.”

Caughtbetween the pastand the future,
with our ancestors looking out from
behind our eyes, through the stories we
tell ourselves, new cultures spring from
old traditions, maintaining the lure of
the Hudson Valley.

house sitting | pet watching | dog walking
email kdpetwatch@gmail.com

Providence
Home Renovations LLC

A Realm of Creation and Dedication
845-749-9222

www.servicesatprovidence.com
Full Interior/Exterior Home Renovations

Kitchen, Bathroom Remodeling, Handicap Services,
Windows, Floors, Doors, Decking
Additions, Construction, Maintenance & Repairs

We provide construction and maintenance services in Ulster County, NY
and the surrounding areas. We are dedicated to delivering exceptional
quality and reliability. With over 30 years of experience, we ensure every
project is executed with precision and expertise.

With Providence Home Renovations,
your dream home is just a renovation away.

jody@servicesatprovidence.com | (845)749-9222
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BETHEL WOODS CENTER FOR THE ARTS

2025 PAVILION SEASON

JULY 25 JULY 27 AUGUST 1 AUGUST 2

+LIVE+

Cyndi Lauper Barenaked Ladies The Offspring & Collective Soul

with Jake Wesley Rogers with Sugar Ray & Fastball with Jimmy Eat World with Our Lady Peace
& New Found Glory & Greylin James Rue

AUGUST 3 AUGUST 7 AUGUST 8 AUGUST 15

B hichaels Ishay Ribo John Mulaney Steve Miller Band
Ince Neli with Avraham Fried, _ 1Frec isen,
with Stephen Pearcy Zusha & Shmuel Mike Birbiglia & Nick Kroll

AUGUST 16 AUGUST 17 AUGUST 18 AUGUST 22

with The Rascals

Dierks Bentley ) . Bonnie Raitt
With Zach Top & The Band Loula Sebastian Maniscalco Jonas Brothers with Jimmie Vaughan
with Boys Like Girls & The Tilt-A-Whirl Band

AUGUST 24 AUGUST 29 AUGUST 30 SEPTEMBER 6

neil youn Heart blink-182
and the ch)r,omeghearts The Black Keys with special guest with Alkaline Trio

with Gary Clark Jr. to be announced & Beauty School Dropout
SEPTEMBER 27

For the full calendar of events,
visit BethelWoodsCenter.org

LIGHT

Jl%’w Coows 6 v i

All dates, acts, times and ticket prices are EALE Ceatsly
The Black Crowes subject to change at any time without notice.

AUG9 THEMUSIC AUG 10 TUSK

OF DAVID BOWIE LeClasse rouieto HORIZON STAGE

Presented by: Rock and Roll Playhouse

AUG 14 DARKSTAR AUG 21 TYLERHUBBARD s EASO N
ORCHESTRA with Brandon Wisham




